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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet 

j I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — ' amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 




Basis of the report 


n 


□ 


Priority 


m 


□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 


El 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


vm 


□ 


Certain observations on the international application 
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26 September 2003 (26.09.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

21 June 2004 (21.06.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
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InterlBKial application No. 

PCT/JP2003/012370 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



□ 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



□ 



. , filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



. , filed with the letter of 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is- 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)) 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing' 

□ contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

(HI The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

O The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. ("I ™ S re P° rt has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which liave been furnished to tlie receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
i iX r /2t ort 03 "origintUy fi le d" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-36 



15, 16, 32, 33 
1-14, 17-31, 34-36 



1-36 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Documents cited in the international search report: 



Document 1 : 



Document 2 



Document 3 



JP 06-243225 A (Minolta Camera Co., Ltd.), 
02 September 1994, claims, paragraphs [0050] 
to [0069] and fig. 11-18, (Family: none) 
JP 07-114557 A (Canon Inc.), 02 May 1995, 
entire document, (Family: none) 
JP 07-114547 A (Brother Ind. , Ltd.), 02 May 
1995, entire text, (Family: none) 



Claims 1, 5, 7, 9-11, 19, 20, 24-28 and 36 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1. 

Document 1 discloses an editing device that is 
equipped with a means for resolving character overflows, 
whereby in cases when an entire character string cannot be 
contained within a character containment region that has 
an arbitrary form, the permitted automatic scaling 
techniques from among the three applicable automatic 
scaling techniques (expanding the region, contracting the 
font size and contracting the character spacing) are 
applied according to a pre-set order of priority. 

It is considered to be easy for a person skilled in 
the art to conceive of the invention that is set forth in 
the abovementioned claims of the present application in 
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Intei^^^ETappHcation No. 

PCT/JP 03/12370 



the light of the invention that is disclosed in document 
1. 

Claims 2-4, 12-14, 21-23 and 29-31 do not involve an 
inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 2. 

Document 2 discloses a means for resolving the 
overflow of characters from a rectangular region (frame) , 
wherein the frame is expanded upwards, downwards, to the 
left and/or to the right in an arbitrary order as defined 
by a pre -set order of priority. 

Consequently, it is thought that a person skilled in 
the art could configure so that in cases when the 
character containment region disclosed in document 1 has a 
rectangular form, expansion processes are conducted in 
either the vertical direction or the horizontal direction 
of the frame, as appropriate. 

Claims 8, 17, 18, 34 and 35 do not involve an 
inventive step in the light of documents 1-3. 

A label generating device that employs tape as a 
printing medium, wherein said label generating device 
comprises a means for changing the shape of the frame and 
the size of the characters in order to fit a character 
string within the frame, was well known prior to the 
filing of the present application, as disclosed in 
document 3 . 

The application of the invention that is disclosed 
in document 1 as the means for changing the shape of the 
frame and the size of the characters in the abovementioned 
well-known label generating device is considered to be a 
design matter that can be selected by a person skilled in 
the art , as appropriate . 

Claims 15, 16, 32 and 33 involve an inventive step 
in relation to the documents that are cited in the 
international search report . 

The feature wherein an operating mode that includes 
either a state wherein the shape of the frame is fixed or 
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a state wherein it is possible to change the shape of the 
frame is initialized as appropriate in order to 
accommodate the printing medium is not disclosed in any of 
documents 1-3. 
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